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PREFACE 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  acting 
for  the  Port  Health  Authority. 


I  submit  for  your  information  and  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  as  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the*  year  1964. 

The  report  is  submitted  in  accordance  with  Article  12(4)  of 
the  Public  Health  Office  s  (Port  Health  Districts)  Regulations, 

1959«  As  a  result  of  the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952, 
the  Minister  of  Health  reviewed  the  form  and  scope  of  the  Annual 
Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  in  Port  Form  20  enclosed 
with  Circular  33/52  dated  6th  November,  1952,  ho  prescribed  the 
form  and  sequence  which  the  reports  should  fol 1 ow. 

One  requirement  of  the  Minister  is  that  the  information  re¬ 
quired  by  Sections  I,  V,  VI,  VIII,  XIV,  XV  and  XVI  (all  marked 
with  asterisk)  need  only  be  given  in  full  every  fifth  year  and  for 
the  intermediate  years  only  the  changes  which  have  occurred  during 
the  year  covered  by  the  report  need  be  included.  The  full  in¬ 
formation  required  in  these  Sections  is  set  out  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  I960  Gnd  therefore,  only  changes  are  recorded  in  this 
report. 

In  presenting  this  report  I  have  pleasure  in  taking  the 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  Harbour  Master,  Captain 
C.  H.  Horn,  and  the  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs  for  their  ready  co¬ 
operation  and  help  during  the  year,  and  to  the  Port  Health  Inspector, 
Mr.  C.  B.  T.  Glover  and  his  Deputies,  Mr.  A.  H.  Kirkman  and  Mr. 

F.  K.  W.  Francis,  for  their  willing  assistance  and  interest  in  the 
work. 


Yours  faithfully, 


JAMES  HUTTON 


Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


January,  1965* 
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PART  II 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COM!  ITT  IE,  IS 64/65 
(acting  os  Port  Health  Authox-ity) 


Chairman i 

Councillor  G.  P.  Adams 
Vice-Chairman: 

Councillor  Mrs.  E.M.  Hickinson,  J.P. 

Aldermen: 

A.  B.  HAINES,  M.B. E. ,  J.P.  A.  LLOYD  ALLEN,  J.P.  (ex 

T.  W.  SHERMN,  M.B.E.  (Mayor)  officio) 

(ex  officio)  R.  C.  HART  (Sheriff) 


Councillors : 


M.  P.  BILES 
R.  K.  HANNAH 
Mrs.  A.  COURTNEY 
J.  PHIMISTER 
J.  STEPTOE,  O.B.E. 

Co-opted 

Dr.  D.  CAMPBELL 


A.  T.  CHAFFEY 
Mr.-..  W.  CHAF  EY 
G.  A.  WARD 

M.  G.  R.  De  MENDSS  HARRIS 
J.  A.  WILKINS 

Members : 

Mrs.  E.  P.  K.  BRAVERY,  C.C. 
Mrs.  D.  Aubin 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


Cleric  to  the  Port  Health  Authority: 
J.  G.  HILLIER,  Town  Clerk 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

JAMES  HUTTON,  MJD. ,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 
A.  McCUTCHION,  M.B.,  C  .B.,  D.P.H. 

Port  Health  Inspector: 

C.  B.  T.  GLOVER,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Port  Health  Inspectors: 

ALAN  H.  KlivKMAN,  M.A.P.H.I. 

F.  K.  W.  FRANCIS,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Rodent  Officer: 

G.  W.  SKEGGS 


Senior  Clerk :  A.  R.  C.  PARSONS 
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THE  PORT  OF  POOLS 


Constitution  of  the  Port  Health  Authority 

Biy  an  order  of  the  Local  Gove  nment  Board  dated  21st  September, 

1887,  and  an  amending  order  dated  27th  February,  1909*  a  Port  Sanitary 
Authority  was  constituted  to  exercise  the  powers  and  functions  assigned 
by  the  Order* 

The  style  "Port  Sanitary  Authority"  was  changed  to  "Port  Health 
Authority"  in  1936* 

The  Port  Health  Authority  is  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of 
the  Borough*  acting  by  the  Council. 

Limits  of  Jurisdiction 

The  present  limits  of  jurisdiction  were  fixed  in  1909*  as  follows: 

"The  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Port  Sanitary  Authority  shall  extend 
to  all  that  part  of  the  said  Port  of  Poolo  aforesaid  which  lies  to  land¬ 
ward  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  seaward  extremity  of  the  eastern  boundary 
of  the  Borough  of  Poole  to  the  seaward  extremity  of  the  headland  known 
as  Standfast  Point;  together  with  the  waters  of  the  said  part  of  the 
Port  and  all  docks,  basins,  harbours,  creeks,  rivers*  channels,  roads, 
bays  and  streams  within  that  part  of  the  said  Port,  and  the  place  or 
places  which  may  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  as  the  Customs  Boarding 
Station  or  Stations  for  that  part  of  the  said  Port,  and  the  place  or 
places  for  the  time  being  appointed  for  the  mooring  or  anchoring  of  ships 
for  the  said  part  of  the  said  Port  under  any  regulations  for  the  prevention  of 
the  spread  of  disease  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  Statutes  in  that 
behalf,  and  for  the  purposes  of  any  such  Regulations  as  aforesaid,  shall 
also  extend  to  any  ship  which  in  pursuance  thereof,  or  of  any  directions 
given  thereunder  shall  be  moored  or  anchored  at  the  place  appointed  there¬ 
under  as  aforesaid,  or  which  shall  be  on  its  way  thither"* 

Port  Facilities 

Poole  is  chiefly  a  cargo  port  and  its  trade  is  mainly  carried  on 
with  other  British  ports  and  those  on  the  coasts  of  France,  Belgium, 

Holland  and  Germany,  and  there  is  also  a  regular  trade  with  the  Baltic 

Ports* 


During  the  summer  season  the  port  is  the  base  for  day  pleasure  boats 
operating  between  local  seaside  resorts  and  this  is  the  only  passenger 

traffic* 

Inshore  fishing  is  still  carried  on  and  the  report  on  the  shellfish 
industry  is  dealt  with  in  Section  XIV. 

The  public  quay  accommodation  consists  of  3,270  feet  frontage,  i*e. : 

Hamworthy  Quay  270  feet  at  15  ft*  Admiralty  Chart  Datum  -  for 

tankers 

500  feet  at  15  ft.  Admiralty  Chart  Datum)  for 
Town  Quay  1000  feet  at  16  ft.  Admiralty  Chart  Datum)  general 
1000  feet  at  15  ft.  to  10  ft.  do.  )  cargo 
500  feet  shallow  berthing  (for  yachts) 

The  general  cargo  quay  at  Hamworthy  is  served  by  rail. 

' 

Unloading  equipment  at  the  port  consists  of  seven  travelling  cranes^ 
three  mobile  cranes  and  three  coal  transporters.  There  are  nine  ship  s 
and  boat  yards  for  the  building  and  repairing  of  ships. 
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There  is  in  the  harbour  an  extensive  safe  anchorage.  The  depth 
of  the  water  at  the  Harbour  Bar  is  13  foot  -  Admiralty  Chart  Datum  and 
the  ra nge  varies  from  about  7  feet  at  springs  to  a  few  inches  at  neaps. 
Both  the  flood  and  ebb  tides  run  at  about  three-quarters  of  a  knot  at  the 
Bar.  At  the  Haven  entrance  the  maximum  is  4£  knots  with  about  3^  knots 
for  Brownsea  Hoads  while  in  the  rest  of  the  harbour  2  knots  is  seldom 
exceeded. 

•  1.  Staff 


No  change. 


Address  and  telephone  numbe  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health* 

Office*  Public  Health  Department, 

Central  Clinic, 

Civic  Centre, 

Park  Hoad, 

Poole. 

Tel*  Poole  2525. 

Home*  23  Pearce  Avenue, 

Parkstone, 

Poole • 

Tel*  Parle  tone  4140 

Tho  telegraphic  address  of  the  Port  Health  Authority  is  registered 

as  "Portelth  Poole”. 

II.  Amount  of  Shi prang  Entering  the  Port  During  tho  Year 

Table  B 


Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

Number  Inspected 

Number  of  Ships 
reported  os  hav¬ 
ing  had,  during 
the  voyage,  in¬ 
fectious  disease 
on  board 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of  Health 

By  the 
Port 
Health 
Inspector 

Foreign 

Ports 

*  206 

51,423 

• 

13S 

NIL 

Coastwise 

1341 

375,290 

- 

l4l 

NIL 

TOTAL 

15^7 

426,713 

- 

279 

NIL 

•  Does  not  include  yachts. 


III.  Character  of  Ship  ing  and  Trade  During  the  Year 

Table  C 


Passenger  Traffic*  Inwards  1275  Outwards  1204  -  All  yacht  traffic 
Cargo  Traffic* 

Principal  IMPORTS  -  Oil,  Coal,  Stone,  Timber,  Fertilisers,  Grain, 

Fish  Meal,  Wood  Pulp,  Styrene. 

Principal  EXPORTS  -  Barley,  Scrap  Metal,  Clay,  Caravans,  Coke 

Breeze  and  Graphite. 

Principal  ports  from  which  ships  arrive* 

Amsterdam,  Rotterdam,  Ymuiden,  Antwerp,  Hamburg,  Le  Havre, 

Rouen,  Hamina,  Soma,  and  other  Baltic  timber  ports. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
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IV.  Inland  Bar^o  Traffic 


There  is  no  inland  barge  traffic  in  the  port. 

*V.  Water  Suor,ly 

1.  Source  of  supply  for  the  district  and  shipping. 

No  change. 

2.  Reports  of  tests  for  contamination. 

The  general  supply  was  sampled  every  two  or  three  days 
through  the  year  and  every  sample  was  reported  as  Class  1 
"highly  satisfactory".  During  the  year  26  samples  of 
water  were  taken  direct  from  the  quay  hydrants  used  for 
shipping.  Of  these,  24  were  reported  as  Class! ,  1  as 
Class  II,  and  1  as  Class  IV.  As  the  mains  supply  was 
beyond  suspicion,  the  unsatisfactory  results  were  most 
certainly  due  to  surface  water  contamination  of  the 
hydrant  boxes. 

Thirty  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  ships  aul  of  these  2i  were  reported  as 
Class  1,  4  in  Class  II,  4  in  Class  III  and  one  in  Class 
IV.  In  this  latter  case  the  Captain  and  owner  of  the 
ship  were  notified  to  cleanse  and  sterilise  the  tanks. 

3.  Precautions  taken  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and  hose¬ 
pipes. 

No  change. 

4.  Number  and  sanitary  condition  of  water  boats,  and  power  of 
control  of  the  Authority. 

One  water  boat  continued  operations  in  the  harbour,  pro¬ 
viding  a  service  to  supply  water,  as  well  as  fuel,  to 
yachtsmen  and  others. 

♦VI.  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations.  1952 

1.  List  of  Infected  Areas  (Regulation  6). 

No  change. 

2.  Radio  Messages. 

No  change. 

3.  Notific  tions  otherwise  than  by  radio  (Regulation  14  (l ) (b ) ) 

No  change. 

4.  Mooring  Stations  (Regulations  22  and  30) 

No  change. 

5.  Arrangements  for  dealin'  with  Infectious  Diseases. 

(a)  Hospital  accommodation  for  persons  suffering  from  infectious 
diseases  (other  than  smallpox) 

No  change. 

(b)  Surveillance  and  follow-up  of  contacts. 

No  change. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  Disinfection 

A  steam  disinfecting  statioh  is  available  at  the 
Alderney  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Poole. 
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Other  disinfection  can  be  carried  out  at  the  Public 
Health  Department,  Central  Clinic,  Civic  Centre, 

Park  Road,  Poole,  where  a  Cleansing  Station  is  al3o 
available* 

The  Corporation  has  a  sufficient  and  qualified  staff 
for  the  disinfection  of  ships. 


VII.  Smallpox 

1.  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  smallpox  cases  are 
sent  from  the  district 

Weyhill  Hospital!.,  Andover,  Hants. 

2.  Arrangements  for  transport  of  ouch  cases  to  that  hospital 

Transport  of  smallpox  cases  would  be  carried  out 
by  the  Ambulance  Service  of  the  Dorset  County  Council 
operating  from  the  Poole  Ambulance  Depot. 

The  vaccinal  state  of  the  15  ambulance  personnel  at 
this  depot  is  two  vaccinated  prior  to  1959  and  13  in 

February  1964. 

3*  Name  ox  smallpox  consultant  available 

Dr.  A.  F.  Turner,  County  Hall,  Dorchester. 

4*  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox 

Suspected  material  is  sent  to: 

Dr.  A.  D.  Macrae, 

Virus  Reference  Laboratory, 

Central  Pn  lie  Health  Laboratory, 

Colindale,  London,  N.V/.9. 

Tel:  Colindale  6o4l. 

•VIII.  Venereal  Disease 

Facilities  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases 
are  provided  at  two  clinics,  for  men,  as  follows: 

Poole  General  Hospital,  Longfleet  Road,  Poole. 

Fridays  at  5*0  p.m. 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Shelley  Road,  Boscombe. 

Mondays  and  Wednesdays  at  4.30  p.n. 

Soamon,  on  production  of  evidence  of  occupation,  can  obtain 
treatment  on  any  day  at  Poole  General  Hospital. 
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IX 


Cases  of  Notifiable  and  other  Infectious  Diseases  on  Ships 

Table  D 


Category 

Disease 

Number  of  cases 
during  the  year 

Number 
of  ships 
concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Cases  landed  from  ships 
from  foreign  ports  ... 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Cases  which  have  occurred 
on  ships  from  foreign 
ports  but  have  been  dis¬ 
posed  of  before  arrival 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Cases  landed  from  other 
ships  • • •  f • •  ••• 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

X.  Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  Malaria  in  Ships 

None. 

XI.  Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected  for  Plague 

None  necessary. 

XII.  Measures  against  Rodents  in  Ships  from  Foreign  Ports 

Poole  is  a  "Designated  Approved  Port"  for  the  issue  of  Deratting 
Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  in  accordance 
with  Article  17  of  the  International  Sanitary  Regulations,  1951* 
and  Articles  19 ,  20  and  21  of  the  Port  Health  (Ships)  Regulations, 
1952  are  enforced  in  the  Port.  Both  the  Port  Health  Inspector 
and  the  Deputy  Port  Health  Inspectors  have  been  trained  in 
deratisation  procedure. 

I*  During  routine  inspections  of  ships  by  the  Port  Health 
Inspectors,  masters  and  crew  are  questioned  as  to  the 
presence  of  rats.  The  ship  in  general  and  the  crew’s 
quarters  in  particular  are  examined  for  evidence  of  in¬ 
festation.  Where  evidence  is  found  or  suspected  a 
detailed  search  of  the  ship  -  including  the  holds  -  is 
made  by  the  Rodent  Officer  who  endeavours  to  secure  one 
or  more  rats  for  bacteriological  and  pathological  exam¬ 
ination. 

Whenever  a  Deratting  Certific  te  or  Deratting  Exemption 
Certificate  is  found  to  be  out  of  date  or  a  certific  te 
is  needed,  a  detailed  inspection  and  search  of  the  ship 
is  made  jointly  by  the  Port  Hoa  th  Inspector  and  the 
Rodent  Officer  before  a  certific  te  is  issued  or  renewed. 

A  similar  procedure  is  adopted  before  the  issue  or  re¬ 
newal  of  Rodent  Control  Certificates  for  coastal  ships. 

Bacteriological  and  patholo  ;icol  examinations  of  rodents 
are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bourne¬ 
mouth,  (Director,  G.  J.  G.  King,  M.B.,  B.Ch.).  No  rats 
were  obtained  from  ships  during  the  year. 
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3.  Small  infestations  of  rats  on  ships  are  dealt  with 
directly  by  the  Rodent  Officer,  using  standard  trapping 
and  baiting  methods.  Major  infestations  requiring 
large  scale  fumigations  are  carried  out  by  any  one  of 
the  commercial  contractors  on  the  Authority's  list,  the 
arrangements  being  made  direct  by  the  owners  or  agents. 

4.  The  Port  Health  Inspectors  work  in  very  close  liaison  with 
the  ship  designers  and  ship  builders  in  the  area  to 
secure  proper  ratproofing  in  the  ships  built  in  the  Port. 
Very  few  opportunities  arise  for  the  improvement  of 
structures  of  other  ships  owing  to  their  very  short  stay 
in  the  Port. 


Table  E 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  fmn  foreign  ports 


Category 

Number 

Black  rats 

NIL 

Brown  rats 

NIL 

Species  not  known 

NIL 

Sent  for  examination 

NIL 

Infected  with  Plague 

NIL 

The  number  of  rats  destroyed  by  the  local  authority  during 
the  year  in  warehouses,  etc.,  on  the  quays  was  115*  This  does 
not  include  rats  destroyed  by  private  contractors. 
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Table  F 

Derat tins  Cortificatea  and  Derat ting  iSxemption  Certificates  issued  during  the  year  for  Ships  from  Foreign  Ports 
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*XIV*  Public  Health  (Shell  Fish)  Regulations*  1954  and  19^8 


After  the  6eyere  winter  of  1965/3  the  industry  is 
slowly  returning  to  normal  and  the  number  of  samples 
taken  shows  a  large  increase  over  last  year* 

Two  operators  of  oyster  layings  now  send  their  shell¬ 
fish  for  cleansing  to  London  and  Whit stable. 

The  other  two  continue  to  submit  their  oysters  to  U/V 
ray  treatment  in  the  local  plant*  A  very  high 
standard  of  purity  of  tank  water  and  shellfish  has  been 
maintained  and  the  shellfish  were,  in  every  case, 
satisfactory,. 
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Results  of  bacteriological  oxauin  tion  of  shellfish  obtained  from  Poole  H  rbour 

in  1964 
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Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens 


No  change. 
Miscellaneous 


Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have 
died  on  board  ship  from  infectious  disease. 

No  change. 

Pollution  of  the  Harbour 

The  waters  of  Poole  Harbour  are  subject  to  inte  mittent 
sewage  pollution  from  various  sources.  It  is  believed 
that  a  good  deal  of  the  pollution  comes  from  Poole  Bay 
which  receives  the  sewage  from  the  three  towns  on  its 
shores. 

The  scheme  for  the  diversion  of  all  Poolo  sewage  from 
the  sea  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  proceeded  rapidly 
in  1964,  work  on  the  sewer  from  part  of  Park  tone  being 
completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts 

The  Port  Health  Inspectors  are  also  Inspectors  under  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts.  All  ships  from  abroad  are  in¬ 
spected  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  requirements  of  the  Acts 
are  complied  with.  During  1964  190  visits  were  made  with 
regard  to  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts.  Detention  notices 
were  served  on  the  Masters  of  24  ships  with  regard  to  19  dogs 
3  cats,  1  budgerigar  and  1  parrot.  No  contraventions  were 
observed. 

Sickness  and  Injuries 

Six  cases  of  minor  sickness  and  injury  were  reported  aboard 
ships  during  the  year  and  all  received  suitable  treatment. 

One  ship  was  sprayed  for  minor  infestation  of  bugs  in  the 
crews  quarters. 

Vaccination  is  arranged  as  required. 

Clean  Air  Act 

Two  cases  of  emission  of  black  smoke  were  observed.  One 
case  was  in  respect  of  a  foreign  going  ship  and  notice  was 
given  to  the  captain.  The  other  ca  e  was  in  respect  of  a 
breakdown  of  the  forced  draught  fan  of  a  pleasure  steamer. 
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